Book + Gift + Music Recommendations from USNA 66 Ladies Group             
December 2024
	BOOKS – PAGES 1-4
GIFTS – PAGES 5-8 (includes past suggestions)
CHRISTMAS MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS (2021) – PAGES 8-9

	Topic
	Title
	Author

	CHRISTMAS AND/OR CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

	The story of a young man's reluctant visit to an elderly aunt at Christmastime, and the unexpected joy it brings. NOTE: book pairs nicely with a Christmas teacup and saucer for a memorable gift.
	A Cup of Christmas Tea
	Tom Hegg

	A tale of a peddler, some monkeys and their monkey business.
	Caps for Sale
	Esphyr Slobodkina

	The story of Harry Potter’s first Christmas at Hogwarts, joyfully illustrated in a heartwarming picture book sure to delight readers of all ages!
	Christmas at Hogwarts
	JK Rowling

	Eloise, a bunchy-bloused, spindly-legged scamp rushes around New York's Plaza Hotel on Christmas Eve, jingling, spreading Christmas cheer, tying tassels on the thermostats, and writing "Merry Christmas" on all the walls. And of course, there are gifts to be delivered and wrapped…
NOTE: the author’s Goddaughter, Liza Minnelli, was often speculated as a possible model for Eloise.
	Eloise at Christmastime
	Kay Thompson

	The Pout-Pout fish is a very unhappy fish, because he believes that he can only frown and bring gloom to everyone around him. As he swims around the ocean many creatures try to give him the advice to smile and be happy. A sweet series showing that sometimes one action, or changing your thoughts, can change the way you look at the whole world.
	Pout-Pout Fish series
	Deborah Diesen

	A story about Ruthie, a young girl during wartime. Her family is chosen to bring the Christmas tree to the church. When her father is sent to war, bringing the tree proves to be difficult. This unforgettable tale, illustrated by Caldecott Medalist Barbara Cooney, has become a seasonal classic - a touching and joyful story about courage and the power of family.
	The Year of the Perfect Christmas Tree
	Gloria Houston & Barbara Cooney

	

	NATURE

	Tan is a tremendously charming emissary from the world of birding. Her curiosity, along with a sharp eye and a novelist’s penchant for narrative, has been channeled into an absorbing, quirky book of days. . . The intensity of Tan’s love for her visitors makes this an unexpectedly moving account regardless of your level of interest in birdwatching. It’s also a book about survival, adaptation, and chance.
	The Backyard Bird Chronicles
	Amy Tan

	
	
	

	NOVELS

	A moving and intense novel of secrecy, misunderstanding, and love. This is a gorgeous story of a woman alone in a marriage and the deepest bonds she rekindles on her return to the place and people she left behind, to ways of living and loving she thought she'd lost. NOTE: it's not necessary to have read Brooklyn before picking up Long Island; the latter book stands well on its own.
	Long Iland, Eilis Lacey Series #2
	Colm Tóibín

	Set on the picturesque island of Nantucket, the book revolves around the impending retirement of the Chief of Police and the arrival of mysterious newcomers that shake up the tight-knit community. As the summer unfolds, we’re treated to a delightful mix of drama, mystery, and the quintessential Nantucket charm that Hilderbrand’s fans have come to adore.
	Swan Song
	Elin Hilderbrand

	
	
	

	HISTORICAL FICTION

	In Saigon in 1963, two expat women form a wary alliance as they balance the era's mandate to be "helpmeets" to their ambitious husbands with their own impulse to do good for the people of Vietnam. Sixty years later, they look back at their time in Saigon. The book is about folly and grace, obligation, sacrifice, and, finally, the quest for absolution in a broken world.
	Absolution
	Alice McDermott

	2014 Pulitzer Prize-winning novel that tells the story of two teenagers during World War II, a blind French girl and a German orphan with a talent for radio technology who is conscripted into the German army. The book explores themes such as loss, isolation, and the power of radio waves. Critics have praised the book's lyrical writing style and extensive sensory details.
	All the Light We Cannot See
Book and Netflix miniseries.
	Anthony Doerr

	A brilliant, action-packed reimagining of The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, told from the enslaved Jim's point of view. While many narrative set pieces of Huckleberry Finn remain in place (floods and storms, stumbling across both unexpected death and unexpected treasure in the myriad stopping points along the river’s banks, encountering the scam artists posing as the Duke and Dauphin…), Jim’s agency, intelligence and compassion are shown in a radically new light.
	James
	Percival Everett

	A collection of six stories and a novella depicting the experiences of Americans in post-revolutionary Russia, turn-of-the-millennium New York City, and 1930s Los Angeles. They do not share characters, but they share common themes and motifs, such as attaining and experiencing happiness, power, money, and the individual, and following and subverting social expectations through a variety of characters across different times and locations in the US. It “delivers the kick of a martini served in the Polo Lounge”.
	Table for Two
	Amor Towles

	Margot Rosenthal has accompanied her father, a German diplomat, to Paris for the Peace Conference that has been arranged following the end of the First World War.
	The Ambassador’s Daughter
	Pam Jenoff

	A German woman’s life is drastically altered by the rise of Nazi Germany, as she and her husband, a brilliant scientist, are forced to navigate the complexities of the regime while trying to protect their family, eventually leading them to be recruited by the United States after the war.
	The German Wife
	Kelly Rimmer

	The story of a young nurse who serves in the United States Army Nurse Corps during the Vietnam War. Enlisting as a nurse after her older brother is killed in action, she left her sheltered life in California to serve in a war-ravaged country. When she returns, she faces a hostile atmosphere in America, which is dismissive of women’s contributions in the war. The novel sheds light on the often-overlooked story of courageous women who served in Vietnam. 
	The Women
	Kristin Hannah

	This is the story of a family of French Algerian origin who were displaced after World War II and Algerian independence. Messud paints compelling portraits of internal conflicts and tangled relationships, dropping along the way tantalizing references to crucial events that will be clarified later, in a rich narrative that defies summary. Her tale unfolds over seven decades and two wars. This family saga has the added intrigue of being inspired in part by a family memoir written by Messud's grandfather.
	This Strange Eventful History
	Claire Messud

	Set predominantly in New York City during the Great Depression, the novel focuses on a secretive financier and his wife. The story unfolds through multiple layers and revelations, engaging the reader in a quest for truth while exploring the gravitational pull of money and how power manipulates facts.
	Trust
	Hernan Diaz

	
	
	

	HISTORY/NONFICTION/BIOGRAPHY/AUTOBIOGRAPHY

	Dick Goodwin was one of the brilliant young men of JFK’s New Frontier. In his 30s he both named and helped design Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society and was a speechwriter and close advisor to Robert Kennedy. Doris Kearns worked directly for Lyndon Johnson and later assisted on his memoir. This is an unparalleled personal time capsule of the 1960s.
	An Unfinished Love Story. A Personal History of the 1960s
	Doris Kearns Goodwin

	A U.S. naval counterintelligence officer working to safeguard Pearl Harbor; a Japanese spy ordered to Hawaii to gather information on the American fleet. On December 7, 1941, their hidden stories are exposed by a morning of bloodshed that would change the world forever. A true-life NCIS story of deception, discovery, and danger about the high stakes game of naval intelligence and the need to define what is real and what only appears to be real.
	Ghosts of Honolulu: A Japanese Spy, A Japanese American Spy Hunter, and the Untold Story of Pearl Harbor
	Leon Caroll and Mark Harmon

	The book investigates a series of murders of wealthy Osage people that took place in Osage County, Oklahoma, in the early 1920s—after big oil deposits were discovered beneath their land. After the Osage are awarded headrights in court to the profits made from oil deposits found on their land, the Osage people prepare to receive the wealth to which they are legally entitled from sales of their oil deposits.
	Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI
	David Grann

	This powerful and inspiring book shows how one person can make a difference; a true story of a gifted man who is in love with the world and has set out to do all he can to cure it. Doctor, Harvard professor, renowned infectious-disease specialist, anthropologist, the recipient of a MacArthur "genius" grant, world-class Robin Hood, Paul Farmer was brought up in a bus and on a boat, and in medical school found his life's calling: to diagnose and cure infectious diseases and to bring the lifesaving tools of modern medicine to those who need them most. 
	Mountains Beyond Mountains
	Tracy Kidder

	Though Anna Rosenberg emerged from modest immigrant beginnings, she was the real power behind national policies critical to America winning the war and prospering afterwards. Astonishingly, her story remains largely forgotten. She began her career in public relations in 1920s Manhattan. As FDR's unofficial adviser, her extraordinary career continued after his death. By 1950, she was tapped to become the assistant secretary of defense—the highest position ever held by a woman in the US military.
	The Confidante: The Untold Story of the Woman Who Helped Win WWII and Shape Modern America
	Chrisopher Gorham

	The drama unfolds between Abraham Lincoln’s election in November 1860 and the following April, when Confederate troops in Charleston, S.C., shelled Fort Sumter and started the Civil War. During those tense five months, Lincoln hoped that the war might narrowly be avoided. Drawing on diaries, secret communiques, slave ledgers, and plantation records, Larson gives us a political horror story that captures the forces that led America to the brink.
	The Demon of Unrest: A Saga of Hubris, Heartbreak, and Heroism at the Dawn of the Civil War
	Erik Larson

	
	
	

	MYSTERY
	
	

	Fiercely independent Maisie Dobbs has recently set herself up as a private detective. Such a move may not seem especially startling. But this is London in 1929, and Maisie is exceptional in many ways…
	Maisie Dobbs Mystery Series
	Jacqueline Winspear

	British mysteries written by Elly Griffiths. She has authored two crime series, the Dr. Ruth Galloway books and the Brighton Mysteries. She penned a stand-alone book, The Stranger Diaries, and a children's book, A Girl Called Justice. 
	Many!
	Elly Griffiths

	GIFTS – ALL AGES
	Suggested By
	Source

	Hydroponic Mini Indoor Herb Garden (~$39) 
	Sharon Votava
	Amazon

	Forever flowers, wreaths, etc. by Fresh Cut Paper
	Ginny Jones
	Freshcutpaper.com


	Fresh Wreaths, centerpieces, swags, etc.
	Ginny Jones
	Lynchcreekwreaths.com

	Personalized Gifts for everyone (including infants!)
	Ginny Jones
	Inkpixi.com 

	Compression Socks that are comfortable AND that work!
	Ginny Jones
	Wearwellow.com

	Dependably Delicious Food to Send:
Steaks, Seafood, Other Meals, etc.
	Maureen Callahan
	Omahasteaks.com 

	The Five Minutes Journal, Original Daily Gratitude Journal 2025, Reflection Manifestation Journal for Mindfulness 
	Sandra Hale
	Amazon

	Draft Top Lift Universal: works with any can size including mini, skinny, standard, and tall cans this innovative tool safely removes the top of your can, transforming it into an open container.
	Sandra Hale
	Amazon

	Oyster Shell Ornaments (Nativity Scene + Santa)
	Barbara Sears

	

	[image: Nativity Scene + Santa]







PLUS – Grandkid Gifts from USNA 66 Ladies 2021. WORTH A SECOND LOOK !
	Item
	Description

	AGE GROUP 0-7

	Website: www.lovevery.com
	Lovevery is a company that offers products and information which help create developmental experiences in the lives of new babies and families. Play products designed by child development experts to be exactly what children need at each stage.

	Website: www.kiwico.com
	Teaches kids to innovate and problem solve through creative hands-on projects. KiwiCo’s mission is to inspire the next generation of innovators.

	Box of Treasures
	Large, wrapped box filled with individually wrapped items from the Dollar Store (jacks, paddle balls, etc.)

	Book: The Energy Bus for Kids: A Story About Staying Positive & Overcoming Challenges by Jon Gordon
	The illustrated adaptation of the bestselling fable, The Energy Bus, shows children how to overcome negativity, bullies and everyday challenges to be their best. This is a story that will teach kids how to find their inner motivation and pass on that positive energy to others.

	Book: Harold and the Purple Crayon by Crockett Johnson
	"One night, after thinking it over for some time, Harold decided to go for a walk in the moonlight." So begins this gentle story that shows just how far your imagination can take you. An imagination-sparking picture book that belongs on every child's bookshelf.

	Book: Y is for Y’all: A Southern Book of ABC’s by Kelly Kazek
	Here in the South, we like speech filled with whimsy and with wit. Why say "Mama is really mad" when you can say she "threw a hissy fit"? This book has some examples of colorful Southern words to help folks learn the alphabet the way it should be heard.

	Book: The Night I Followed the Dog by Nina Laden
	A nighttime romp around town where a little boy learns what adventures dogs get up to while their humans are fast asleep. A terrific read-aloud and true "comedic gem".

	Book: Make Your Bed with Skipper the Seal by Admiral William McRaven
	A seal becomes a Navy SEAL in this children's adaptation of the #1 New York Times bestselling Make Your Bed: Little Things That Can Change Your Life...And Maybe the World.

	Book: The Christmas Pig by JK Rowling
	A heartwarming, page-turning adventure about one child's love for his most treasured thing, and how far he will go to find it. A tale for the whole family to fall in love with, from one of the world’s greatest storytellers.

	Book: There’s a Lion in My Cornflakes by Michelle Robinson
	If you ever see a box of cornflakes offering a free lion, ignore it! This is the hair-raising story of two brothers who didn't – and then ended up with a grizzly bear, a cranky old crocodile, and a huge gorilla. Now if only they could get a free tiger...

	Book (series): Tammy Turtle: A Tale of Saving Sea Turtles by Suzanne Tate
	Helpful review:  “We've read this to our 19 mo. twice and every time we go upstairs for a nap or bedtime he asks, "Tammy Turtle?" He loves anything to do with animals and this book series is great for that. We started with Izzie Lizzie Alligator, which we bought in the Everglades, and purchased this and Perry Penguin when we found out this was a series. Love that these are illustrated realistically, are scientifically accurate, and incorporate interesting facts that anyone can appreciate.”

	Book: Chester Midshipmouse by Susan Weisberg
	Behind the walls of the US Naval Academy’s massive hundred-year-old stone dormitory, a select community of mice undergoes their own rigorous military training program. A tawny-coated mouse named Chester gets the call to serve when his dim-witted cousin accidentally starts a fire by chewing through a wire in the wall. Impressed with the confident, efficient, noble midshipmice who respond to the emergency, Chester vows to join the Naval Mouse Academy.

	Book: Chester Midshipmouse: The Second Third by Susan Weisberg
	Young house mouse Chester has big dreams to follow in his grandfather’s pawsteps as a midshipmouse at the prestigious Naval Mouse Academy. But the notorious first year of training gets off to a rocky start when unexpected hurdles threaten to derail Chester and his band of rodents. No plebe mouse wants to be the weakest link, and Chester is determined to succeed. Unfortunately, his well-planned efforts are soon turned topsy turvy…



	AGE GROUP 8+++

	Christmas Ornaments
	Invite your grandchildren to select their favorite ornament from your tree each year. Put the hand-picked ornament into a special ornament box for the child. A wonderful annual tradition to pass down special memories you’ve collected over the decades.

	Money
	· Folded in unique shapes, e.g., French Fries
· https://www.pinterest.com/pin/547398529684084417/
· http://makingmemorieswithyourkids.com/2015/01/money-fries-perfect-money-gift-idea/ 
· Writing a check equivalent to the child’s age, graduation year, etc. in the dollar OR cents category, depending on how much you want to give, e.g., $20.21, $50.24

	Game: Midnopoly
	· https://shop.navyonline.com/Midnopoly 

	Device: Monocular Telescope
	18x 62 High Power HD BAK4 Prism Cosmic Scope Monocular with iPhone Smartphone Holder and Tripod, Low Night Vision and Day Monocular for Adults and Kids for Birding, Hunting, Hiking. Large diameter, large field of view, high brightness, low light night vision. 

	For Girls: necklace
	Locket necklace or necklace with granddaughter’s birthstone.

	Book: The Official Harry Potter Baking Book by Joanna Farrow
	Bake your way through Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Inspired by the films, this official Harry Potter cookbook is packed with over 40 recipes and gorgeous, eye-catching photography.

	Book: Make Your Bed – Little Things That Can Change Your Life…and Maybe the World by Admiral William McRaven
	Taking inspiration from the slogan, "What starts here changes the world," McRaven shares the principles he learned during Navy Seal training that helped him overcome challenges not only in his Naval career, but also throughout his life; and he explains how anyone can use these basic lessons to change themselves - and the world.

	Book: The Hero Code-Lessons Learned by Admiral William McRaven
	A short, inspirational book about the qualities of true, everyday heroes McRaven has met over the years, from battlefields to hospitals to college campuses, who are trying to save the world.

	Book: Daughter of the Deep by Rick Riordan
	#1 New York Times best-selling author Rick Riordan pays homage to Jules Verne in his exciting modern take on 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea. His trademark humor, fast-paced action, and wide cast of characters are on full display in this undersea adventure that puts a new spin on Captain Nemo and the submarine Nautilus.

	Book (series): I Survived by Lauren Tarshis
	Each book takes readers into the heart of history's most thrilling and terrifying events, including the sinking of the Titanic, the Shark Attacks of 1916, Hurricane Katrina, the bombing of Pearl Harbor, the San Francisco earthquake, 9/11, the Battle of Gettysburg and many more. Her goal is to open readers' eyes to new chapters in history and to inspire them with stories of hope and resilience.

	Book: The Lion’s Pay by Robb White
	First published in 1946, this book brings orphans Penny and Nick together, with Ben, whose Navy father is missing. Penny and Nick escape the orphanage and find themselves on Ben's boat (built by his missing father), as he tries to escape from his uncle (who is planning to sell it). This is a coming-of-age story, which sets the three would-be runaways on an adventure that will change their lives forever.



Christmas Music Selections from ’66 USNA Ladies (2021) :
https://music.apple.com/us/playlist/holidays-usna-sisters/pl.u-55D6677c8R7rM1

Nunna Spikes: The Lord’s Prayer (Andrea Bocelli performed with the Mormon Tabernacle Choir)

Janice Acker: Winter Wonderland (Harry Connick, Jr.); Santa Baby (Eartha Kitt); and Mele Kalikimaka (any group)
Lynne Bryant: I Saw Three Ships (Sting)
Maureen Callahan: O Holy Night (Josh Groban)
Jeannie Dennis: Mary Did You Know (sung by her grandchildren, Aaron & Lauren Lopicinski and produced by their father and her son, Tony, before he died)
Kay Earhart: I love Amy Grant’s Christmas album or albums…it doesn’t really matter which one you pick. I like all of them. Breath of Heaven (Mary’s Song) 
Betty Eubanks: Mary Did You Know (One Voice Children’s Choir)
Mary Ann Fulford: Do You Hear What I Hear (Carrie Underwood)
Jackie Grim: Grandma Got Run Over By a Reindeer (Elmos & Patsy)
Sandra Hale: The Christmas Song and Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas (Manheim Steamroller & Johnny Mathis); Joy to the World (Mormon Tabernacle Choir) 
Ginny Jones: White Christmas (Bing Crosby); It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year (Andy Williams)
Molly Kokoruda: Mary Did You Know (Pentatonix); 2 versions of O Come, O Come Emanual: (1. Live from Jerusalem, Tower of David. It is a band of Christian Jews, interesting and pretty. They sing one verse in Hebrew. 2) Anna Madsen. Girl singing in perhaps St. Patrick's Cathedral solo); I’ll Be Home for Christmas (Bing Crosby)
Nancy Long: Mary Did You Know
[bookmark: _Hlk90376605]Therese Long: Peace/Silent Night (Turtle Creek Men’s Chorale); White Christmas (Michael Bublé and Shania Twain); Blue Christmas (Elvis); The Christmas Song (Nat King Cole); My Lord Has Come (VOCES8), The Dream Isaiah Saw (National Capital Brass & Percussion Ensemble with the Washington Chorus
Kathy Madaleno: When I was a little girl I spent a lot of time with my Grandmother who everyday watched Kate Smith, Moon Over The Mountain TV Show, on a 12 inch screen. In the month of December Kate Smith would dedicate her show to Christmas and Family. I have always loved her strong, powerful voice especially when she sang Silver Bells. 
Jane Marrone: Did You Hear What I Hear (Whitney Houston); Silent Night (Sarah McLachlan) + BONUS PLAYLIST: https://open.spotify.com/user/janemmarrone/playlist/3MrTD9mCP4Aa8ebXHsyFgm?si=mg5bkMBaTF-uLql2zo54ew 
Linda McCook: O Holy Night (Céline Dion)
Kathy Prout: You Make It Feel Like Christmas (Neil Diamond); If Every Day Was Like Christmas (Elvis Presley). I like Neil Diamond Christmas. It is a tradition at my house. The other tradition is that “Elvis” gives me a present every year that is always perfect and does not have to be returned. Elvis has exquisite taste. Every girl needs Elvis! Haha!
Pam Rempt: Do You Hear What I Hear; In the Bleak Midwinter (Susan Boyle) and from 2020: Sure on a Shining Night (originally we had heard it from the USNA choir; this version is from the Minnesota Choral Artists
Cameron Smith: White Christmas (Bing Crosby)
Joan Taylor: The Little Drummer Boy (Harry Simeone Chorale)
Karen Tebrich: Mary Did You Know (Pentatonix) (Youtube video: https://youtu.be/ifCWN5pJGIE 
Carole Wurster: Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas (Michael Bublé)
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