Sharri Briley and Eric
Edmundson Benefits Expansion
Act

HR 6047



* The Sharri Briley and Eric Edmundson Veterans Benefits Expansion Act introduced by Rep.
Tom Barrett (R-MIl) would create a significant increase in benefits for a forgotten group of
veterans and their families for the first time in over 20 years.

* ¢ The bill would also significantly raise the monthly benefits rate for catastrophically service-
connected disabled veterans with a traumatic brain injury or other severe disabilities that

requir?lregular, round the clock, in-home medical care, offering an additional $10,000
annually.

* o |ncrease the monthly support payment that survivors receive by an additional 1% annually

for the next five years, providing a needed increase for these survivors who have not seen a
non-inflation increase since 1993



* Sharri Briley is the surviving spouse of CW3 Donovan Lee ‘Bull’
Briley, an Army Special Operations Blackhawk helicopter pilot
who tragically lost his life in Mogadishu, Somalia during Operation
Gothic Serpent while providing aviation support to the ground
forces that were a part of a United Nations peacekeeping mission
objective at the time in 1993.

* The Movie “Blackhawk Down” was inspired by this mission.



Sgt Eric Edmundson, USA ret

* Sergeant Eric Edmundsonis a U.S. Army veteran whose vehicle was
destroyed by an improvised explosive device (IED) during his
deployment near the lraq/Syria border on October 2, 2005,when he was
just 25 years old. The shrapnel of an improvised explosive device (IED)
that detonated under his vehicle ruptured his spleen, broke his patella,
fractured his vertebrae and caused him to sustain a traumatic brain
injury. Whilewaiting to be transported to a hospital, Sergeant
Edmundson was without a pulse for 30 minutes, causing him to also
sustain an anoxic brain injury. From Germany,

* Sergeant Edmundson was sent to Walter Reed Army Medical Center to
recover from his injuries. As a result of his service, Eric’s life alterin
Injuries included permanent damage from the anoxic brain injury which
ultimately ended his ability to speak or walk. Eric was medically retired
from the Army in 2007 and received the Purple Heart due to his injuries.



 This billis funded.

 Chairman of the House Veterans Affairs Committee, Rep. Mike
Bost found the funding for this bill.

Needed:

* Calls to your Congressman/woman with an ask to cosponsor this
bill.



