USNA66 Ladies Book Chat
Wednesday, September 16, 2026 at 4:30 pm

· 30-45 minute focus on books
· Discussion will start at 4:30 ET (Ladies Zoom starts at 4 pm ET)
· Book Selection: Whistler by Ann Patchett
About the Book
Whistler is a character-centered literary novel that explores how beauty, memory, work, and human connection shape a life. The story invites readers to notice how relationships, place, and private longings influence ordinary people in lasting ways. The novel is well suited for discussion because it opens questions about identity, love, regret, purpose, and the quiet ways people change one another.
About the Author
Ann Patchett is an American novelist and essayist known for emotionally rich fiction, memorable ensemble casts, and thoughtful explorations of family, friendship, vocation, and belonging. Her novels often combine intimate personal stories with a strong sense of place, making them especially appealing for book clubs and reflective readers.
Potential Book Chat Questions
· What part of Whistler stayed with you most after finishing the book, and why?
· Which character felt most vivid, complicated, or surprising to you?
· What does the novel seem to say about love, loyalty, or second chances?
· Which relationship in the book felt most meaningful or most fragile?
· Did any character seem changed simply because someone truly noticed or listened to them?
· What role did memory or personal history play in shaping the present?
· How did the setting deepen the emotional mood of the novel?
· What does the story suggest about art, work, or the search for a meaningful life?
· Which character did you most empathize with, and which one challenged you the most?
Questions? Contact either:
· Therese Long: theresemlong@gmail.com  (443) 994-7887 
· Kathy Madaleno: kathymadaleno@gmail.com  (703) 346-5013
